Dataset Creation and the world of Futurama 


SHU TRURFAND TAKE MYADAWA! 


The above image is courtesy of my Twitter account, comes from a line by Fry (pictured 
above) in Attack of the Killer App, an episode which aired in July 2010, who says “Shut 
up and take my Money!” 


Using data from the Infosphere, which bills itself as the “largest Futurama knowledge 
bank on the web,” aiming to be the most comprehensive on the subject, | began 
collecting my data (“The Infosphere (website),” 2018; “Infosphere:About,” 2015). | first 
mapped out the data on paper, showing the connections, then expanded that into an 
adjacency list which has 175 nodes and 304 edges, fulfilling the requirement of having 
at least 100 nodes and at least 150 edges, even though this list is probably not even 
half of the characters in this animated sitcom. A few edges were added during the 
visualization process, so they are not included on the adjacency list. | chose to make 
this graph directed, although it later became a mixed graph due to some changes. In 
order to construct my adjacency list, | used 27 pages on the website plus my own 
personal knowledge of the show (“Fry Family,” 2017; “Dr. John A. Zoidberg,” 2017; 
“Turanga family,” 2015; “Conrad family,” 2013; “Malachi family,” 2016; “Wong family,” 
2015; “Astor family,” 2011; “Waterfall family,” 2015; “Lrr,” 2017; “Bender Bending 
Rodriguez,” 2017; “URL,” 2018; “Colleen O’Hallahan,” 2015; “Chief O'Mannahan,” 2014; 
“Seymour Asses,” 2015; “Kwanzaa-bot,” 2014; “Scammer Aliens,” 2016; “Robot Santa 
Claus,” 2016; “Robot Devil,” 2017; “Lord Nibbler,” 2017; “Mom,” 2017; “Robot Mafia,” 
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2015; “Scruffy,” 2017; “Philip J. Fry,” 2018; “Turanga Leela,” 2017; “Professor Hubert J. 
Farnsworth,” 2017; “Hermes Conrad,” 2017; “Dr. Amy Wong,” 2017). 


Question #1: What do the nodes represent (note: they need to only represent one thing; 
if there are more, like if they represent a person or a company, you are doing it wrong) 


This is a good question. They represent entities that have relationships with each other. 
Most are people, but some are not people, like Golf Cart, Nixon’s Head, Wash bucket, 
and all the non-human characters. Hence, it’s better to say the chart will show 
connections between entities, rather than people, which can be defined as something 
that had a “separate and distinct existence and objective or conceptual reality” (Merriam 
Webster 2019). Some connections are stronger than others, which will be explored in 
the visualization. 


Question #2: What kind of relationship do edges represent? Are they friends? People 
who interacted? People who know each other? A employer/employee relationship? 
Again, there should be only one answer to this - edges should not represent multiple 
things. Every edge between every node should represent the same relationship. 


Also a good question. | would say that on a base level, the edges represent connections 
between entities (the nodes) that interacted, although different nodes connected with 
each other in different ways, with some having more connections than others. 
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